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Introduction and Key Information: 
You are invited to take part in a research study. It is up to you to decide if you would like to take 
part in the study. The purpose of this study is to understand better the behaviors, motivations and 
attitudes of audiences who collaborate in creating new media objects in the LGBTQ community 
as a form of self-representation. Your role in the study will last between 20 minutes to an hour 
over the course of the study. You will be asked to complete an interview regarding your media 
usage, fandom, community, authorship, and ownership. Participating in this study will not 
expose you to any more risks than you would experience in a typical day. This study is not 
designed to benefit you directly. Overall, we hope to gain information about the relationships 
between minority self-representation, collaborative authorship, and capitalism.  
 
Purpose: 
This research study examines new media projects that use a collaborative authorship model 
(creatives and audiences as co-authors). In this section of the project, I am asking audience 
members about their ideas on authorship, their role as audiences and contributors, and how their 
participation plays a role in rejecting or embracing capitalism.  

 

You are invited to complete this interview because you have watched, listened, played, or 
contributed to a new media project that asks the audience to contribute towards the world of the 
text in meaningful ways.  
 
We hope to interview between 15-60 people. It should take 20-30 minutes to complete, but may 
take up to an hour of your time total (including follow-up interviews). Interviews can be online, 
over the phone, or in person.  
 
Procedures: 
If you decide to help, you will answer questions about: 

 The media you like 
 Who you consider an author or collaborator 
 What you think about it 
 How you add to it 
 How it makes you feel  

 

We’ll talk about fandom, community, authorship, and ownership. We would like to record your 
interview(s). It is not required and if you do not want to be recorded you do not have to be 
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recorded.  
 
At the end of this form you will give us permission for: 

(a) the interview; and  
(b) to be recorded.  
 

You can give permission to one or both. You can also opt out of being recorded at any time and 
still continue the interview. Each interview will be 20-30 minutes and no longer than 1-hour of 
your time. We may have more than one interview. All interviews will be scheduled at a time that 
works for you, the participant. 
 
Future Research: 
Researchers will not use or distribute your data for future research studies even if identifiers are 
removed. 
 
Risks:  
In this study, you will not have any more risks than you would in a normal day of life.  
 
Benefits:  
This study is not designed to benefit you personally. We cannot give you anything for helping us, 
only our gratitude for participating in the study. However, we will be releasing the data learned 
in this study to the larger community. It may be useful to your understanding of authorship, 
audience interaction, and collaboration.  
 
Alternatives:  
The alternative to taking part in this study is to not take part in the study. 
 
Volunteering and Leaving the Study:  
Helping us is voluntary and you do not have to answer these questions. You can skip questions 
you do not want to answer. If you change your mind while answering questions, you can quit the 
interview at any time. Whatever you decide is OK, and nothing bad will happen.  
 
Confidentiality:  
The researchers will keep your records private to the extent allowed by law. We may share this 
information with people whose jobs are to make you safe, like the GSU Institutional Review 
Board and the Office for Human Research Protection (OHRP).   

 

We will not use your name in our records, but an identification code. We will keep your 
electronic information protected by a password. Our computers will be locked-up in our office. 
All recordings and notes will be destroyed upon completion of the study. Any paper notes 
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created during your interview(s) will be kept locked in the office, identified only by your code. 
All study codes will be kept in a secure key separate from study materials.  

 

Your name and anything that identifies you will not be included in the final study results. We 
will do everything we can to keep you and your identity safe.  
 
Contact Information:  
Contact Tanya Zuk at tzuk1@gsu.edu or (470) 333-2417 or Ethan Tussey at 
ethantussey@gmail.com or (404) 413-5881.  

 If you have questions about the study or your part in it 
 If you have questions, concerns, or complaints about the study 

 

The IRB at Georgia State University reviews all research that involves human participants. You 
can contact the IRB if you would like to speak to someone who is not involved directly with the 
study. You can contact the IRB for questions, concerns, problems, information, input, or 
questions about your rights as a research participant. Contact the IRB at 404-413-3500 or 
irb@gsu.edu.   
 
Consent: 
We will give you a copy of this consent form to keep. 
 
If you are willing to volunteer for this research, please sign below. 
 
 ____________________________________________   
 Printed Name of the Participant  
 
 ____________________________________________  _________________ 
 Participant Signature       Date  
 
 _____________________________________________  _________________ 

Principal Investigator or Researcher Obtaining Consent  Date  
 
 
 
If you are willing to being audio or video recorded for this study, please sign below. 
 
 ____________________________________________  _________________ 
 Participant Signature       Date  
 
 _____________________________________________  _________________ 

Principal Investigator or Researcher Obtaining Consent  Date  
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